
OLD WILSON MILE  
WALKING TOUR

The “mile” is just the 
beginning to the Old 
Wilson story with its 

rich heritage and 
unique architecture

INTERESTING FACTS
The Old Wilson Historic District, 1850s through the 1920s,  was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1984. 
Architectural styles include Gothic Revival, Italianate, Victorian Cottages, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Bungalows. 
Several churches, apartment buildings, small neighborhood stores, and Maplewood Cemetery complete the district. In the 
early 1900’s Wilson’s agriculturally based economy was primarily cotton. By 1919, Wilson became the world’s largest Bright 
Leaf Tobacco Market. Today it is known as the "World's Greatest Tobacco Market" moving more tobacco than any other 
market in North America.  

The area includes five loosely defined neighborhoods. 

College Park (1890’s) was centered on Kinsey Institute 1897, which became Atlantic Christian College in 1902 which 
changed its name to Barton College in 1990. Homeowners were traditionally merchants and artisans.  Their neighborhood 
had several small stores and a few commercial buildings which gave the area a sense of self-sufficiency.  

Whitehead Place is the group of large and impressive residences which combine subtle Queen Anne asymmetrical massing 
with non-classical details along with the richness and variety of Wilson’s bungalows. The land was originally owned by Howell 
Gray Whitehead a prominent planter.  

Rountree Place developed by realtors George A. Barfoot and William N. Graves in the late 1910s and 1920s.  The area 
included in the Old Wilson Historic District consists only of the 900 and 1000 blocks of West Vance Street with its 
Colonial Revival and Bungalow houses. 

Maplewood is the oldest, most architecturally diverse and covers approximately half of the Old Wilson Historic District. Its 
name is taken from Maplewood Cemetery which was established in 1876.  The earliest building dates from 1853 with the 
majority of the houses built from the 1880s through the 1920s.  

Woodard Circle (1898 - 1917) located on two blocks at the NE end of N. Goldsboro Street was once one of Wilson's most 
fashionable neighborhoods.  It was built on land original owned by the Woodard family.  Adjacent to the railroad tracks and 
the business district, it was once one of the city’s most beautiful tree canopied gateways to Wilson for those approaching town 
from the Northeast.

uThe A. J. Simms House 
211 hill st. - ca. 1874, this 
elaborate, distinctive Victorian 
cottage was originally owned by 
A.J. Simms, the first Clerk of the 
Superior Court of Wilson County 
from 1855 until the civil war. The 
c r o s s - g a b l e h o u s e f e a t u r e s 
circular vents in woodshingled 
gables, a turned balustrade and 
oversized [some floor-to-ceiling] 
windows with hinged shutters.    

xDr. William S. 
Anderson House 
316 w green st. - 
ca. 1905, One of the 
d i s t r i c t s m o s t 
outstanding and the 
b e s t p r e s e r v e d 
examples of Colonial 
R e v i v a l 
architecture  Build 
f o r a l e a d i n g 
physician, the 2-story 
3 - b a y h o u s e i s 
sheltered by a tall, 
slate covered hip 
roof, and pierced by 
interior chimneys 
and small pedimented 
dormers. Palladian 
w i n d o w s w i t h 
colored glass are 
l o c a t e d i n t h e 
central gable. 

zJudge Henry G. Connor 
House 
109 gray st. - ca. 1907, This 
house reflects Neo-Classical 
Revival architecture, yet combines 
Q u e e n A n n e a n d o r i e n t a l 
influences to give an eclectic 
appearance, common at the turn-
of-the-century. It is associated 
with judge Conner; a lawyer, judge 
of the Supreme Court for the Third 
Judicial District, NC Senator, 
President of BB&T, Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of 
NC, and the U.S. District Bench 
for the Eastern District. The slate 
hipped-roof home is pierced by 
o r n a t e l y d e t a i l e d i n t e r i o r 
c h i m n e y s a n d m u l t i f a c e t e d 
dormers. The wraparound porch 
features Ionic columns and dentil 
molding.   

vA. P. Simpson House 
310 w green st. - ca. 1880, 
Exceptional detail is found on this 
Victorian cottage built for a dry 
goods merchant. The slat balustrade, 
lacy scrolled brackets and a delicate 
sawtooth frieze are some of Wilson’s 
finest surviving sawn work details. In 
1882 it was purchased by J.F. Farmer, a 
community leader who served as 
Pastor of the Primitive Baptist 
Church which is still standing at 301 
Green Street. 

{Wilkins-Walston House 
205 gray st. - ca. 1907, This 
handsome example of late Queen 
Anne/early Neo-Classical Revival 
architecture was the home of the 
contractor and builder James E. 
Wilkins and later H.H. Walston, a 
prosperous planter. The 2-story frame 
house is asymmetrical in design and 
features a slate roof adorned with 
tiled ridge poles, capped at the gable 
ends with scrolled metal ornaments. 
The L-shaped porch features Ionic 
columns, two arched stained glass 
windows and multi-faceted transom, 
sidelight and front windows add 
interest to the fenestration.

wWeaver-Simms House 
307 w green st. - ca. 1881, A 
t y p i c a l V i c t o r i a n c o t t a g e , 
associated with two owners; self-
made men John L. Weaver and W. W. 
Simms. Weaver was one of Wilson's 
pioneer hardware merchants and 
Simms was one of the town's leading 
lumber industrialists. The 1-story 
house features a wraparound porch 
with a “grid” frieze, brackets and 
turned columns. Triple windows 
with multi-pattern sash flank the 
central entrance. 

yRobert S. 
Wilkins House 
106 gray st. - c. 
1922, This 1½ story 
b r i c k b u n g a l o w , 
repeated with minor 
v a r i a t i o n s 
throughout Wilson, 
w a s b u i l t b y 
contractor  James E. 
W i l k i n s a s t h e 
residence for his three 
children. It features a 
clipped gable-end roof 
with exposed rafter 
tails, a projecting 
front-facing clipped 
dormer with recessed 
windows framed by 
paired square columns. 
The engaged porch is 
s u p p o r t e d b y t a l l 

tapered wood columns on shallow 
brick plinths, and provides access to 
the offset entrance. The bracketed 
dormer and gables feature wood 
shingles. Wilkins’ firm was the 
longest operating construction 
company in Wilson.   

|Dr. Oscar Hooks House 
115 whitehead ave - ca, 1915, 
T h e o n l y e n t i r e l y s t u c c o e d 
bungalow in Wilson, the 1½-story 
house was designed by Berewell 
Riddick of Virginia, and built for 
dentist Oscar Hoods.  It features a 
broad gable roof that sweeps to 
engage the front porch. A broad 
front-gable dormer with brackets 
occupies the front elevation. Four 
beveled multi-paned French doors 
with cut glass knobs open onto the 
large, massive terrace, adjacent to 
the front porch, carried by low 
arches that rest on massive corner 
pillars.   
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OUR MISSION 

Preservation of Wilson provides leadership in the revitalization efforts of Wilson County’s unique architectural heritage. As 

stewards of Wilson’s historic buildings, we actively promote historic, architectural, and culturally significant properties. Our 

efforts are to ensure that revitalized properties will contribute in the aesthetics of the community, increase the value of 
surrounding properties, and create a safe and welcoming environment. 

OUR VISION 

We envision the future of Wilson County's historic districts will offer residential areas: 

• That welcome people from all walks of life 

• That have a growing number of preservation minded property owners 

• That when there is a vacant and abandoned property it is viewed as an economic development opportunity 

• That tell the Wilson Story with its rich heritage and unique architecture 

• That are pedestrian friendly neighborhoods which offer a safe and comfortable place to call Home

P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F  W I L S O N  
113 Nash St E #315, Wilson, NC 27893 

(252) 234-7694 

www.preservationofwilson.com

PRESERVATION OF WILSON 
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