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1913 Endangered property – the Oettinger House - Sold 
 

After sitting vacant for at least 20 years and falling into dilapidated condition, the Oettinger House 
located at 219 Broad Street, has been sold.  The house was marketed by Preservation of Wilson and was 
featured in the March 2010 issue of This Old House magazine highlighted as an endangered property.   

The Greek Revival Cottage, circa 1913, has been purchased by Percy and Veronica Kelley.   Work has 
already begun to repair the roof and rebuild the deteriorated interior floors.  It was originally built as a 
single family home and just over a decade later the family converted it into three apartments called the 
Joelda Terrace.  The Kelley’s plan to renovate the upstairs as two separate dwellings, one for themselves 
and the other for sale or lease.  They have not yet made plans for the downstairs space. 

According to the article in This Old House, “The house is an architectural knockout . . . and the new 
owner will be steps from downtown Wilson, which is seeing renewed investment with the opening of 
many locally owned shops and restaurants.” 

Veronica and Percy Kelley are no strangers to hard work and great vision.  The Kelley’s were awarded 
the Gertrude S. Carraway Award of Merit from Preservation North Carolina in 2008 for their 
preservation efforts in several North Carolina downtowns. 

They have restored over 40 old homes including early houses dating from 1765 to vintage homes up to 
1948.  Homes have ranged in size from 1,800 sq. ft. to 8,000 sq. ft.  Their work has spanned several 
states including Georgia, Delaware, Virginia and North Carolina. 

The Kelley’s have been responsible for saving many North Carolina Landmarks that were near 
demolition, including The Mack Bass House in Wilson, and The Gregory House in Weldon, The Hoffman 
Mansion in Scotland Neck, The Archibald White House in Tarboro, the Robert Mann House in Whitakers, 
the Manor Hall home in Enfield, Crowell’s Manor in South East Halifax and the Rich Square Hotel.  They 
have restored homes in Goldsboro, Kenly, Littleton, Rocky Mount, Elm City, three houses in Weldon and 
three in Scotland Neck.   

Preservation of Wilson is a nonprofit corporation that provides leadership in the revitalization efforts of 
Wilson County's unique architectural properties. For information about available properties or to 
become a restoration partner, call Kathy Bethune at (252) 234-7694 or visit 
www.preservationofwilson.com.   

Attached is article from This Old House. 
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